Hathersage Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting held at Hathersage Memorial Hall
 on 5 January 2010. 
Present – Councillors CJ Cartledge (Chair), A Cook, D Jackson, R Olle, HJ Rodgers & J Shuttleworth.
In attendance – CF Cave (Treasurer) & J Robins (Clerk).
Public participation

1. There were no members of the public present.
2. There was no report from District Councillors.
3. PCSO Boswell sent his apologies and a report. During the last month there had been 18 calls for service, the majority of which related to the bad weather, and 15 crimes including theft and 5 drug offences. A CCTV camera has recently been installed on Main Road and will be used to gain evidence against any persons committing crime or causing anti social behaviour in that area. Speed checks continue to be made regularly on Sheffield Road.
 

King George’s Field Trust
1. Total funds stand at £28,388. The profit from the calendar sales is £662 with a few calendars unsold. The anticipated 100 Club profit for 2009/2010 is approximately £1,150
2. There had been no requests for donations.
3. Accounts for payment. The schedule of accounts for payment totalling £119.00 was approved.
Council meeting

1. Apologies.
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Schofield and Wilkinson. 
2. Members declaration of interest.
Cllr Rodgers declared an interest in item 4.2.
3. Minutes.
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 December were approved. 
4. Planning Applications.

4.1. NP/DDD/1109/1047, Outside Ltd, Main Road. Replacement of shop front. The Council supported this application.
The following 2 items were taken as emergency business due to the timescale for response.
4.2. NP/DDD/1209/1091, Riverside Herb Centre, Castleton Road. It was noted that this is not in the Hathersage area but the Council had previously been consulted on planning matters relating to these premises. The Council supported this application and felt that the facility was valued and supported by both residents and visitors. 
4.3. NP/DDD/1209/1118, Beauchief Grange, Sheffield Road. Erection of extension. . The Council objected to this application on the grounds that the property had already been much extended and the proposed extension is ugly and too close to the boundary line.  
The lantern roof is also out of keeping.
5. Planning Decisions.

5.1. NP/DDD/0909/0798, Hood Brook Cottage, Station Road. Granted.

6. Planning Appeal.
6.1. NP/DDD/0609/0467, Morley Lodge, Main Road. Appeal against refusal of application for erection of garden fence.

7. Financial matters
7.1. The monthly accounts as previously circulated were approved. The treasurer reported that, subject to his estimate of other expenditure for the remainder of the year being correct, there would be £35,179 to spend on pool repairs this year.
7.2. Accounts for payment totalling £8,662.73 (including £384.06 VAT) as previously circulated were approved. 
7.3. Councillors Cartledge and Rodgers were authorised to sign cheques at the January meeting.
7.4. The Council’s accounts had received an unqualified report from the external auditor.

There were, however, three items which the external auditor drew to the Council’s attention –

(a) That the 2007/8 box 9 (total fixed assets) figure had been restated. It was noted that this was because the external auditor had requested that the value of the Parish Room be included.

(b) That the cash held for the Village Steering Committee was included in boxes 7 (balances carried forward) and 8 (total cash and short term investments). The Council was aware of this as the figure is separately identified in the monthly accounts and considered it the appropriate treatment of this sum.

(c) That total income and total expenditure had each been overstated by £6,000. The treasurer explained that this was due to his error in including the pool subsidy transfer as expenditure in the general account and income in the swimming pool account.

 The Council did not consider that any action was required in respect of the external auditor’s comments.
7.5. The 2010/11 Budget and Precept was presented by the treasurer. It was agreed to increase the budget by £3,000 to take into account likely costs for the repair of the Shuttleworth Memorial Path and the Stone Sett Footpath on Church Bank(see items 9.1. and 10.3). It was also resolved to budget £1,000 for grit/refuse bins (see item10.6). A precept of £24,000 was agreed.

8. Change of Councillor. 
8.1. Resignation of Cllr Donald. The Council was sorry to hear of the resignation of Cllr Donald due to work commitments. The clerk was asked to write thanking him for his valuable contribution to the Council.
8.2. Appointment of new Councillor. If electors do not request an election, a new councillor will be co-opted at the February meeting. All interested applicants should write to the clerk with details of their experience and why they wish to become a councillor.

9. Correspondence.
9.1. Email re Stone Sett Footpath. Phil Berry from DCC had emailed to say that he intends to liaise with the PDNPA shortly with regard to specifications for the restoration of the path. He will then gain appropriate quotations prior to agreeing any timescale for the works. The Council does not know how much it will be asked to contribute towards the repair but agreed to allocate an additional £3,000 in the 2010/2011 budget for this and the resurfacing of the Shuttleworth Memorial Path.
9.2. DALC Circular 61/2009 – Community Response Plan for Civil Emergencies. All Parish Councils were asked to formulate a Community Response Plan for Civil Emergencies. DCC are anxious to ensure that these plans are in place. The clerk will request a template as a framework for the plan and Cllr Cartledge will liaise with Cllr Marsden of Outseats Parish Council to formulate a joint plan.
10. Village Matters.

10.1. Youth Club Stanage Hall lease. Councillor Cook reported that the revised lease for a term of 5 years exclusive use will soon be received from the solicitors who are awaiting a response from DCC.
10.2. Proposal to support petition for safe cycle route to HVC. The Clerk had spoken to Steve Bond from HVC. A committee is being formed to progress the matter and the Council was invited to have a representative on the committee. Cllr Cartledge volunteered.
10.3. The Shuttleworth Memorial Path surface is in a poor condition. A site meeting had been held with Alan Kydd ( Footpaths Officer), PDNPA and DCC. The surface is currently limestone but the PDNPA has suggested that any resurfacing should be of sandstone or gritstone pebbles. The clerk was asked to arrange a site meeting with Alan Kydd to discuss the matter further. The Council agreed to allocate an additional £3,000 in the 2010/2011 budget for this and the restoration of the Stone Sett Footpath..
10.4. Proposed adoption of telephone kiosk at top of Crossland Road. The clerk reported that she had missed the deadline for this as she had been unable to obtain an MPAN number for the kiosk, which was needed for the application. She had however written to BT explaining the situation and asking for the application still to be considered.
10.5. The Council does not like the use of lamp posts for advertising but agreed that the village caretaker should not be asked to remove notices from lamp posts. The clerk was asked to put a notice in the Hathersage News reminding people to remove notices immediately after the advertised event.
10.6. Concern was expressed about the lack of grit in the grit bins during the recent cold weather. It is believed that some grit bins had been filled but they had been immediately emptied by members of the public. The clerk was asked to remind residents via the Hathersage News that grit bins were provided for the gritting of pavements and not for personal use on driveways etc. The Council agreed to review the number and location of the grit bins at the next meeting and Cllr Rodgers agreed to provide a list. An additional £1,000 was allocated in the 2010/2011 budget for the provision of further grit bins and dog waste bins.
11. Recreation Committee.  The next meeting of the Recreation Committee will be held on Tuesday 19 January at 7.30 pm in the Sampson Room. The treasurer reported that the recent bid for the PCT grant had been unsuccessful.

During the recent cold weather the pool had frozen over in places and the manager had been breaking the ice. The chairman of the Recreation Committee will write to him reminding him, on health and safety grounds, to break the ice only when there is someone else present at the pool.
12. Burial Ground. 

12.1. Proposed memorial garden. The clerk is contacting DDDC regarding consecration of the area.
13. Joint Councils’ Website.  The draft pages have been sent to the provider.
14. Joint Transport Committee. The next meeting will take place on Monday 11 January at 7.30 pm in the Methodist Church Lounge.
15. Outseats Parish Council. Councillor Jackson will represent Hathersage Parish Council at the next meeting of Outseats Parish Council which takes place on Monday 25 January.
16. Circulation Pack. The contents of the circulation pack were noted as follows:
DALC Circulars 62/2009, 63/2009 & 64/2009 58/2009

Clerks & Councils Direct

Evelyn Medical Centre Newsletter

The Playing Field

DDDC Directory for Sport, Recreation and Leisure

DDDC Fact Sheets.
17. Date of next meeting – 2 February 2010 at 19.30 in the Hathersage Memorial Hall, Sampson Room.
18. Items for information or next agenda. 
Request for £500 from Memorial Hall to supplement grant from DDDC.
The meeting finished at 8.50 pm.
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