
Hathersage Parish Council

Minutes of a meeting held at Hathersage Memorial Hall

 on 5 October 2010. 
Present – Councillors C Cartledge, HJ Rodgers, P Mander, R Olle, A Schofield & J Shuttleworth.
In attendance – CF Cave (Treasurer), J Robins (Clerk), Outseats Parish Councillor J Marsden & one member of the public.
Public participation

1. Tim Pritt from 6 The Dale attended. He expressed his dissatisfaction with the minutes of the August 2010 meeting which he had attended. His comments were noted and an email sent by him is discussed at item 9.5. on the main agenda.

2. There was no report from District Councillors. 

3. PCSO Boswell sent his apologies and a report. There had been 40 crimes in the Hathersage area in the three months to the end of September including 9 theft, 12 burglary, 7 drug offences and 8 of criminal damage. In the same period there had been 6 anti social behaviour calls.
King George’s Field Trust

1. Total funds stand at approximately £34,800. 
2. There had been no requests for donations.

3. Accounts for payment. The schedule of accounts for payment was approved.

4. The Independent Examiner’s report on the 2009/10 accounts was satisfactory. The Council approved the accounts and Trustees’report. Thanks were expressed to the treasurer for the accounts and the clerk was asked to thank the Independent Examiner.
Council meeting

1. Apologies.

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Dietsch & Jackson.  

2.  Members declaration of interest.

There were no declarations of interest.
3. Minutes.

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 September were approved. 

4. Planning Applications.
4.1. NP/DDD/0810/0827, Hike, Bike & Ride Ltd, Unit 2A & B, 3A & B, Heather Lane. Change of use of unit from B1 to B8. The Council did not object to this application but would like to emphasise that the premises should not be used for retail purposes.
4.2. NP/DDD/ 0810/0884, De Haviland, Back Lane. Retain consent for the extension to form utility room and replacement garage. The Council had no objection to this application.
5. Planning Decisions.

5.1. NP/DDD/0610/0614, Glenthorne, Castleton Road. Granted.

6. Planning Withdrawal.

6.1. NP/DDD/0710/0661, White House, Sheffield Road. 
7. Consultations
7.1. PDNPA final consultation on new planning strategy. The PDNPA has launched a final six-week public consultation on the core strategy for its emerging Local Development Framework, which will guide future development in the national park from 2011 to 2026.

The Local Development Framework will be the master-plan against which all planning decisions are made. As such it will be important to everyone living or working in the national park, as well as to visitors. The Council had already commented at the initial consultation stage but CJC will look at it again. The final date for comments is 26 October 2010.
7.2. PDNPA consultation on future of Losehill Hall learning centre. It was noted that PDNPA is considering the closure of Losehill Hall which would save an estimated £250,000 to £300,000 a year in running costs, contributing an estimated 15 per cent to the Authority’s required savings over four years and, if sold, a substantial capital income.
7.3. DALC consultation on changes to Big Lottery Grant funding. The Department of Culture, Media and Sport is consulting on proposed cuts in Big Lottery Fund grants in the short to medium term. This is part of the Department of Culture, Media and Sport’s Structural Reform Plan. The Department’s policy direction is now to, where possible, aim grant funding at the voluntary and community sector.  If this proceeds, many local (parish and town) councils which have delivered community projects with BLF assistance in the past could lose out, as would their residents and communities. Reponses to the consultation are required by 15 October 2010. The Clerk was asked to write pointing out that many local councils own and run not for profit community facilities and they would be unfairly disadvantaged if they were no longer able to bid for Big Lottery grants.
8. Financial matters.

8.1. The treasurer reported that he had been unable to open a business account with Northern Rock to invest the Council’s surplus funds as the Council does not fall into one of the business categories from which Northern Rock is prepared to accept deposits. This problem appears to apply to other banks as well. He will take advice from DALC and report back to the next meeting.
8.2. Booths Edge Lease. The lease runs out in March 2011. The treasurer had invited the tenants to renew the lease on the same terms at an increased annual rent in line with the increase in the RPI between December 2007 and December 2010. Two of the tenants had agreed to these terms and he is waiting to hear from the other one.

8.3. The Finance Committee’s meeting to prepare the draft 2011/12 budget for submission to the full Council will be held on Wednesday 23 November at 7.30 pm – venue to be advised.
8.4. The monthly accounts as previously circulated were approved. The treasurer reported that the swimming pool takings have now exceeded the budget by £11,800 and wages are £5,500 less than the budget. Training costs had exceeded the budget.
8.5. Accounts for payment totalling £74,265.36 (including £1183.60 VAT) as previously circulated were approved. This sum included a cheque for £50,000 for Northern Rock which would now be cancelled
8.6. Councillors Cartledge and Schofield were authorised to sign cheques at the November meeting.

9. Correspondence.
9.1. A notification of the temporary road closure of Back Lane on 8 October had been received from DCC.

9.2. A notification of the temporary closure of Footpath 50 from 24 December 2010 – 24 January 2011 had been received from DCC.        
9.3. East Midland Empowerment Partnership is holding free development workshops between October and December 2010. Anyone wishing to go should inform the clerk.
9.4. Hathersage Christmas Group had offered to organise the village Christmas lights switch-on on 3 December 2010 on behalf of the Council. The Council was pleased to accept this offer and will pay any additional insurance costs. The group will need to carry out a risk assessment and complete the insurance proposal form.
9.5. See Public Participation. An email had been received from Tim Pritt re planning application for 6 The Dale asking for the minutes of the meeting of 3 August to be amended. The Council is satisfied with the minutes and no alteration will be made. The clerk confirmed that she has a copy of all Mr Pritt’s emails on file.
9.6. A request had been received from 1st Hathersage Scout Group for a donation towards the cost of provision of computers for the group. The Council decided that on this occasion it would not be appropriate to make a donation; although it had made donations in the past, these were for capital projects or improvements to the Scout Hut.
9.7. The Footpaths Officer had written re damage to Shuttleworth Path fence. This would cost about £50 to repair and is not covered by the minor maintenance budget. The Council authorised the Footpaths Officer to carry out the repair.
10. Village matters.

10.1. Church Bank cobbles. Phil Berry has said that DCC is unable to undertake a full restoration of the footpath at present as it would be too costly but will patch the worst parts with tarmac in the near future. The Council would still like a full restoration of the path when funds are available and CFC will remind DCC of this. 
10.2. Footpath FP45. This footpath has been in an unsatisfactory state for several years now but letters to DCC about its condition have not been answered. Because of the present financial climate it is unlikely that anything will happen and the Council will review the situation at a later stage.
10.3. Footpaths report. This had been circulated. Thanks were expressed to the Footpaths Officer for his report.
10.4. Condition of bus shelter/toilets. These are in a poor condition – dirty and in need of redecoration. DDDC is undertaking a general review of bus shelters/toilets. The clerk will ask again for urgent action to be taken to improve the appearance and cleanliness.
10.5. Fish & chip van. The owner of the fish and chip van has continued to park in the area in front of the Parish Room despite being refused permission to do so.  The clerk will again ask him to park elsewhere in the village. 

10.6. Grit bin review.  DCC has indicated that it is responsible for filling the following bins in Hathersage:-

1 Bin                   A6187 junction B6001.

1 Heap                Abney Rd 200m from junction B6001

3 Bins                 Offerton Lane

5 Heaps               B6001 junction Road to Abney              

1 Bin                    Church Bank junction School Lane

1 Bin                    just past Old School House, Jaggers Lane.

1 Bin                    Ladybower Drive

7 Heaps               Leam Lane

1 Bin                    Oddfellows Rd outside no. 1

1 Bin                   Sheffield Road junction Crosslands Road

1 Bin                   Station Road junction Moorlands Road

1 Bin                   The Dale past Dale Crescent

2 Heaps              The Dale past Dale Crescent.

The grit is not provided for gritting of the pavements and DCC will make a charge of £64.46 per bin for filling the two bins on the Main Road as this is on the precautionary salting route. The Council agreed to ask DCC to fill these two bins at the beginning of winter and once more during the winter if necessary.
The bin at the top of Church Bank is owned by the Parish Church and DCC will charge £64.46 for filling it. The Council agreed to pay to have this filled once a year.
11. Report on Peak Park Parishes’ Forum day.  Cllr Rodgers reported that the day had been both enjoyable and informative. The PDNPA had indicated that its budget was likely to be reduced by 20-40% resulting in a loss of jobs and services. There has been an improvement in planning services as a result of concerns raised by parishes and the planning website has been improved, making it easier to read and access.
12. Review of PDNPA letter following visit. The Council reviewed the letter sent by the PDNPA following its visit in March and was satisfied that the PDNPA had understood and attempted to resolve the issues raised at the meeting.
13. Recreation Committee.  The minutes of the meeting held on 14 September had been circulated. The next meeting will be on 13 October. It is intended to hold the public meeting to discuss the long term future of the pool on 18 November. Final details for the format of the meeting will be discussed by the Recreation Committee at its next meeting. Both Outseats & Hathersage Parish Councils will be invited to attend a meeting on 10 November, immediately prior to the Recreation Committee meeting, for a briefing on the proposals for the pool.
13.1. Chris Cave had prepared a draft letter to DDDC reminding it, before DDDC’s budgeting process begins, that the grant was cut three years ago to £25,000 as the pool received a grant of £10,000 from the PCT for three years. This grant has now ended which means that the pool funding will be reduced by £10,000 from 1 April 2011, an effective cut of over 28% on the 2007/8 grant. Councillors had made suggestions for alterations and the Council approved the final draft for issue. Copies of the letter will be sent to the two local District Councillors and Cllr Goodison with a short covering note advising them of the impact on the cost of season tickets if the subsidy is lost or reduced. The chair will also send a letter to Parish Councils in the area urging them to contact DDDC with a request not to cut the subsidy.

13.2. A Recreation Committee meeting to determine the draft pool budget for 2011 will be held on 10 November at 7.30 pm – venue to be advised.

13.3. The Council agreed to the proposal that a sub committee be set up to discuss the long term future of the pool.
14. Outseats Parish Council. 

14.1. Cllr Jackson sent a report on the September meeting, the minutes of which will be circulated in due course.
14.2. Cllr Shuttleworth will represent Hathersage Parish Council at the next meeting of Outseats Parish Council which takes place on Monday 25 October at 7.30 pm in the Memorial Hall.                                      
15. Circulation Pack. The contents of the circulation pack were noted as follows:

DALC Circulars 36/10 - 42/10

DALC Annual Report 2009/2010

Copy of letter to PDNPA re Moorseats Hall

Peak Park Parishes’ Forum Summer 2010 newsletter

DDDC Corporate Plan 2010/2011

DDDC & HP Sustainable Community strategy

DDDC Area Community Forum report

DCC Highway News for Parish & Town Councils

PDNPA  parishspeak

The Playing Field

Clerks & Councils Direct

No Need for Nuclear

Longhurst Group in Pictures 2010.

16. Date of next meeting – 2 November at 7.30 pm in the Hathersage Memorial Hall, Sampson Room. 

17. Items for information or next agenda. 
17.1. Peak Park Parishes’ Forum planning enforcement seminar on 4 November at 7.00 pm. Councillors wishing to attend should contact the clerk by 27 October
17.2. Following the removal, for repair, of the telephone box near the butchers, the village no longer has a public telephone box. The clerk will follow this up with BT. 
The meeting finished at 9.30 pm.
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